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returned, and ſaw under the Sun, 

that the Race is not to the Swift, 

nor the Battle to the Strong, nei- 
1 ther yet Bread to the Wiſe, nor 
yet Riches to Men of Underſtand- 
ing, nor yet Favour to Men of 
Skill; but Time and Chance bap- 
peneth to them all. 


" * « 


T HERE are two Things, which may 


often occur to our Obſervation in 
the Courſe of Providence, that have 
7 and perplexed the Minds of many 
Perſons: Things which, at firſt Sight, have 
very much the Appearance of Faults and 
Blemiſhes in God's providential Government 
of the World, tho'.in reality each of them 
is the Effect of infinite Wiſdom. One is, 
e AEN A 5 chat 
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* 
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[ 4 ] 
that Providence makes ſo little Difference, or 
rather indeed none at all, between good and 
bad Men ; that here the beſt Men and the 
holieſt- — meet with as uncomfortable 
Providences as the worſt and the vileſt; God 
makes no viſible Diſtinction, in the er 
Diſpenſations of his Providence. betwixt thoſe 
that fear him, and thoſe that fear him not. 
This is what Solomon remarks in the Begin- 
ning of this Chapter, verſo 2. A Things 
come alike to all, there 1s one Event to the 
Righteous. and to the Wicked; to the Good and 
to tbe Clean, and to the Unolean 3 te him that 


facrificeth, and to him that facrificeth not, as 


is the Good, fo is the Sinner, and he. that 


feeareth, as he that feareth an Oath, This 


was the Thing that © much perplexed. the 
Mind of 4 bh, that he was tempted upon 
it even to doubt whether there was any Pro- 
vidence at all, or indeed any Thipg in Re- 
ligion ; and whether God had any more 
kind Regard to the Righteous than to the 
Wicked, to the Godly than to the Ungodly. 
We have the Hiſtory of his Temptation, 


and of his Deliverance from it, recorded by 
himſelf, Pjal. Ixxiii. | 


Tux other ſtrange Myſtery of Providence 
is, that the likelieſt, and maſt promiſing 
Means of obtaining any End are, many, 


Times, diſappointed ; while at ſometimes, far 
more weak and unlikely Means prove very 
ſucceſsful. * is the Obſeryation in our 

Text. 


— 


/ 
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Text. I returned, and ſow under the dun 
that limits the Obſervation here made to 
worldly Matters; for thoſe are the. Things, 
which the wiſe Man evidently means by 
Things under the Sun ſeveral Times in this 
Book : As to ſpititual and heavenly Matters, 
God has eſtabliſhed" a more certain Connec- 
tion between the Means and the End; ſo 
that Succeſs is far more ſure; He that belicu- 
eth in. Chriſt ſhall. be ſaved, and thoſe, that 

patient, Continuance in Well- doing ſee for 
Glory, Honour and Immortality *, ſhall cer- 
tainly obtain and receive it. But in Things 
under the Sun, or in worldly Matters, it very 


often proves Hoch otherwiſe, and the Suc- 


ceſs is not anſwerable to the Probability of 
human Means and Endeavours. T returned, 


ſays the. wiſe Man, i. e. to make my Obſer- 


vation on the Courſe and Conduct of Provi- 
dence, and on human Affairs, relating to 
this Liſe and World; and I have obſerved 
this further, that human Events, and the 
Succeſs of Men's Endeavours, do not always 
anſwer their natural Tendency, and the moſt 
reaſonable ExpeCtation from them, As for 
Inſtance, * one would naturally think; that 
he who' could. run faſteſt in a Race, ſhould 
certainly, get to the End ſooneſt, and win 
the Prize; in any Combat or War one 
would ſuppoſe the ſtrongeſt Side ſhould un- 
doubtedly gain the Victory: And yet it of- 
ten 
Rom. ii. 7. 


L SJ 

ten falls out quite otherwiſe, and the Swifteſt 
and the Strongeſt looſe the Day. So alſo, 
one would naturally imagine, that Bread, 
(which in the Scripture Phraſe ſtands for 
all the Supplies and Conveniences of Life) 
ſhould always be ſure to wiſe Men ; that 
the moſt ingenious Artiſts, and thoſe who 
underſtand their Trades beſt, ſhould cer- 
tainly thrive the moſt; and alſo, that Men 
of the moſt Skill in Addreſs, and who beſt 
know how to ſuit themſelves to the Tem- 
pers and Humours of others, ſhould always 
have .moſt Friends: And yet in all theſe 
Caſes we ſee it very often proves quite other- 
wiſe; we ſee that the Wiſe and Skilful in 
their Profeſſion do not always proſper ; and 
as we read in Scripture, ſo we often ſee 4 
rich Fool, and a poor wiſe Man; and ſome- 
times we ſee very worthleſs Men in high Fa- 
vour, and promoted to Honour, while Men 
of better Genius and far more Wiſdom are 
ſlighted and neglected. Theſe Things Solo- 
mon had obſerved; and the ſame we may 
eaſily obſerve ourſelves, viz. that the Suc- 
ceſs of human Means and Endeavours does 
not certainly anſwer to the moſt reaſonable 
and probable Expectation from them. But 
Time and Chance happeneth to them all, there © 
are certain Seaſons when unexpected Acci- 
dents. ſtart up, and fruſtrate Men's Expec- 


tations; ſo that the Nimbleneſs of the Racer, 
| | | and 


* 
. 
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and the Strength of the Warrior, prove in- 
effectual and unſucceſsful. 

By Chance we are by no means to un- 
derſtand here ſuch a blind Power as the 
Heathens fancied Fortune to be, which diſ- 
turbed human Affairs without any Senſe, or 
Wiſdom, or Conduct. There is no ſuch 
Thing as Chance or Fortune in that Senſe; 
but every Thing here is ordered, and every 
Thing comes to paſs by the Direction and 
Providence of an infinitely wiſe God. The 
Hebrew Word for Chance in our Text is 
otherwiſe as well rendered Occurrence, in 
1 Kings v. 4. The Lord my God, ſays Solo- 
mon, hath given me reſt on every Side, ſo 
that there is neither Adverſary, nor evil Oc- 
current, . The Word comes from a -Root, 
that ſignifies 70 meet with *; and fo it im- 
ports any Thing, that we meet with in the 
Courſe of Providence, that blaſts our En- 
deavours, and diſappoints our Expectations. 

Now, though many Things, that we 
thus meet with, ſeem to us to be merely 
caſual, ſuch Things as we could have no Way 
foreſeen, nor ſo much as gueſſed at before- 
hand; yet none of them are ſo to God. A 
certain Man drew. a Bow at a venture, and 
Jmote and killed King Aab, 1 Kings xxii. 34. 
It was merely a Random-ſhot ; therefore his 
Death might be looked upon as much acci- 

T dental 
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[ 8 
dental as any Man's could be; but yet God 
directed the Arrow that ſmote Aab; for he 
had appointed that hab ſhould fall in that 
very Place, in order to fulfill a Prediction 
and Threatening, which had before been 
pronounced upon him by the Prophet, vis. 
that in the Place where Dogs had Jicked the 
Blood of Naboth, ſhould Dogs lick his Blood, 
I Kings xxi. 19, There is no ſuch Thing 
as Chance with God, for he foreſees and 
foreknows, and orders and directs every 
Thing that comes to paſs. Nothing can be 
more Chance than Lots, as whether this Lot 
is drawn, or another; yet Solomon aſſerts an 
over-ruling Providence even in thoſe Matters, 
Prov. xvi. 33. The Lot is caſt into the Lap, 
but the whole diſpoſing thereof is of the Lord. 
In ſhort he 2worketh all Things, the moſt caſual 
Things not excepted, after the Counſel of 
his own Will, Eph. i. 11. and his Providence 
preſides over the whole World, and all the 


Affairs of it. i 
Now it is the Obſervation of our Text, 


that this Providence does often fruſtrate 


Men's Endeavours, and diſappoint their moſt 
probable Expectations, the Race is not to the 
Swift, nor the Battle to the Strong, &c. So- 
hmon does not mean that it never is, or 
that it is not ſo ordinarily and moſt com- 
monly, Our Experience aſſures us that, or- 

dinarily, the Providence of God works by 


— and by. the moſt likely Means Hem 
tnat 


[9] 


that we are not to expect Succeſs without 
Endeavours, And, generally ſpeaking, God 
has eſtabliſhed ſuch a Connection between 
proper Endeavours and good Succeſs, as is 
ſufficient to encourage us to uſe them. 
Therefore, it may be ſaid, the diligent Hand 
maketh Rich b as well as the Bleſſing of God 
maketh Rich ©; becauſe this Bleſſing of God 
does ordinarily attend Diligence, and is not 
to be expected without it; and tho' ſome- 
times indeed Diligence fails of Succeſs, yet 
certain it is, we have no Reaſon to expect Suc- 
ceſs without it; the idle Soul ſhall ſuffer 
Hunger“. 

Oun Text then is by no Means deſigned 
to diſcourage us from uſing proper Means 
and Endeavours to obtain deſired Ends, but 
only to caution us againſt relying too much 
upon them. It is to teach us, that the Way 
of Man is nit in himſelf ©; for a ſovereign 
Providence ſometimes breaks Men's beſt con- 
certed Meaſures, and blaſts their moſt pro- 
miſing Hopes: We ſhould uſe Means, but 
not truſt in them; and, if they ſucceed, we 
ſhouid give God the Praiſe of all. It is to 
teach us to ſay concerning our Diſappoint- 
ments and Loſſes, who and whatever were 
the Means and Inſtruments, the Lord gave, 
and the Lord has taken away . And it is to 
teach us to ſay of our Succeſſes and Victories, 

B as 

Prov. x. 4. —— X. 22. —Xix. 15. 

y Jer, x, 23. 7]Jobi. 2h 
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as the Pſalmiſt ſays of 1/rae/s Conqueſt of 
Canaan, Pſal. xliv. 3. They got not the Land 
in Poſſeſſion by their own Sword, neither did 
their own Arm ſave them: But thy Right- 
Hand and thine Arm, and the Light of thy 
Countenance, becauſe thou hadſi a Favour unto 
them. In ſhort, the main Inſtruction and 
Doctrine of our Text may be ſummed up 
in theſe few Words, SUccEss Is FROM 
Gop. Therefore in all our Affairs, and in 
all our Endeayours, we ſhould ſeek to God 
for it, and rely on his Providence. Having 
thus opened and cleared up the Senſe of the 
Text, I would further propoſe, before I come 
to make an Application of it, 


I. To prove and illuſtrate the Point that 
is here aſſerted, by ſome Examples out 
of Scripture, and later Hiſtory. 

II. To conſider, whence it comes to pals, 

that the moſt promiſing human Endea- 
vours, and the moſt likely Means, of- 
ten fail of Succeſs. 

III. We ſhall humbly ſuggeſt, or at leaſt 

gueſs at, ſome Reaſons why God or- 
ders it ſo to be. 


I. FIRST, I apprehend it may be uſeful 
to prove, and further to illuſtrate, the Point 
that is here aſſerted, by ſome Examples. 
THE Race is not to the Swift, that is, 
not always; the ſwifteſt Runner may _ 

8 9 25 ple 


| LIES. 
ble and fall, or ſome dt. Accident may 
retard him. You know the Story of Aſabel, 
who was as hight of Foot as a wild Roe; 
and yet was ſlain by Abner, in a Purſuit 
after a Battle, 2 Sam. 11. 18, 23. 
Bur I would more eſpecially attend to 
the ſecond Article in my Text; the Battle 
7s not to the Strong; as that which comes 
neareſt to the Purpoſe of our preſent Meeting; 
viz. To beg of God, Succeſs againſt our Ene- 
mies, both thoſe that are Abroad, and thoſe 
which are riſen up in our own Land. One 
would think, and we are apt to be too con- 
fident of it, that the moſt numerous and 
braveſt Army by Land, and the largeſt; 
ſtrongeſt, and beſt-man'd Fleet by Sea, ſhould 
be certainly victorious; and yet it is not al- 
ways ſo. Both Scripture and later Hiſtory 
will furniſh us with many Inſtances to the 
contrary. Sometimes one hath chaſed a Thou- 
ſand :. A large Hoſt of Philiftines were put 
to Flight by Fonathan and a few Men, 
1 Sam. xiv. Gideon with a little Army of 
three Hundred, routed the prodigious Hoſt 
of the Midianites and Amalekites, and all the 
Children of the Baſt, who lay along the Valley 
lite Graſshoppers for Multitude ; and their Camels 
were without Number, as the Sand by the Sea-fide, 
Judg. vii. 12. When Pharaoh purſued after 
= a poor weak, unarmed and defenceleſs 
People, with fix Hundred choſen Chariots, and ; 
B 2 Captains 1 


s Joſh, xxiii. 10. 


nm 3 


Captains over every one of them, he was 
confident of Succeſs and Victory; as indeed, 
to all probable Appearance, he well might 
be. He faid, I will purſue, I will overtake, 

Till divide the Sporl *, he thought he had 
nothing to do but purſue, and conquer; and 
reckoned himſelf as ſure of Victory, as if he 
had already obtained it. But you know what 
the Iſſue was; Pharaoh and all his Army 
periſhed in the Red-Sea, while Vrael el- 
caped in Safety. The Battle is not to the 
Strong. 

AnD many Inſtances may be gathered 
from later Hiſtory, to illuſtrate 6, prove 
the ſame Thing. As when, in Queen Elza- 
beth's Time, the King of Spain fitted out a 
Fleet to invade England ; a Fleet that was 
three Years in preparing, at an incredible 
Expence, and which conſiſted of ſuch a 
vaſt Number of great Ships, and Men, and 
Arms, that they called it the Invincible Ar- 
mada * ; not at all doubting of Succeſs, and 
of the Conqueſt of England, which had at 
that Time no Force to cope with ſuch a 
Fleet. Yet the Battle was not to the Strong, 


Time and Chance fo happened to this Invinci- 
ble 


» Exod. xiv; 6, Se. XV. 
t Tre Armada, according to the Account of it, 
that was publiſhed by the Court of Spain, in Spaniſb, 
Latin, French, and Dutch; conſiſted of 130 large Ships, 
beſides 20 Tenders, and 10 light Galleys of fix Oars 
a-piece, = 95 Soldiers, 8450 Mariners, 2088 Slaves, 
and 2630 Pieces of — Cannon. 
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ble Armada, that it was in a Manner all 
ſhattered, and broke to pieces, and de- 
ſtroyed. What by Storm, and Fire, and 
other Providences, but very few returned 
with the ſad Tidings to their own Country; 
while England remained in Safety and Peace, 
a Monument of Gop's powerful Protection, 
and ſparing Mercy. Let not bim that gird- 
eth on his Harneſs, boaſt himſelf as he that 
putteth it off *; for we have ſeen that the 
Battle is not always to the Strong. Nay, 
have we not known a Run of Succeſſes for a 
conſiderable Time, at length diſappointed and 
come to nothing ? It is yet freſh in ſeveral 
of your Memories, with what a Series of 
Victories God bleſſed our Arms in the laſt 
French War ; and yet, when we ſeemed to 
be juſt upon the Point of obtaining, and ſe- 
curing to ourſelves, and our Poſterity, all we 
had been fighting for, for ſeveral Years, at a 
vaſt Expence of Blood and Treaſure, how 
was all blaſted at once, by a d:/honourable 
Peace. The Battle did not prove in the End 
to be fo the Strong, nor the Succeſs of the 
Victory to the Conqueror. But it would be 
| endleſs to ſearch Hiſtory for Examples of this 
Sort ; Solomon's Obſervation may eaſily be re- 
newed in any, and in every Age, that le 
Battle is not always to the Strong. Let us 
now conſider, | 


II. WrEncg 


* Kings xx. IT, 
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IT. Wu xc it comes to paſs, that the 
moſt promiſing human Endeavours, and the 
moſt likely Means, often fail of Succeſs; fo 
that the Race 1s not to the. Swift, nor the Bat- 
tle to the Strong. Now this comes to paſs, 
often through the Ignorance of Men | 
and always through the wiſe and over-ruling 
Providence of God. 

I. Tris is often apparently owing to the 
Jenorance and Unſkilfulneſs of Men; Many 
a Ship has been loſt through the Ignorance of 
the Pilot; and many a Battle through the 
Mziſcondutt of the General. The wiſeſt Men 
are by no Means exempt from Miſtake and N 
Error: We are apt to expect too much from 
Governours and Miniſters of State, and to 
look upon any Miſtake of theirs as a Thing 

unpardonable; we ſeem to forget they are 
but Men, and that the wiſeſt and honeſteſt 
of them all are liable to Miſtake and Error, 
as well as other Men, And how often has 
ſome more Inadvertency of ſuch Men, ſome 
little Miſtake, as it appeared at firſt, brought 
on fatal Effects to a whole Nation? So that, 
conſidering the Weakneſs and Ignorance of 
Men, of all Men, it is no Wonder, that hu- 
man Means and Endeayours, however likely 
in themſelves, ſhould yet fail of Succeſs. But 
we are chiefly to aſcribe this, 

2dly, To the wiſe, over-ruling Providence 


of God, God makes uſe of all Means and 
Inſtruments 
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Inſtruments as he pleaſes; he works all Things 
after the Counſel of his own Milli. If he 
pleaſes the Weak fhall be as David ® ; and 
the Walls of Jericho ſhall fall down flat at 
the Blaſt of a few Ram's Horns: The moſt 
unlikely Means ſhall effect the greateſt Mat- 
ters. Or if he fo pleaſe, the Men of Might 
ſhall not find their Hands", As all good 
Succeſs is from God, ſo all Diſappointments 
likewiſe are from his Providence: And how 
eaſy is it for God, to diſappoint the beſt laid 
Schemes, and the moſt promiſing of all hu- 
man Endeavours and ExpeCtations, who has 
a ſovereign, abſolute and uncontroulable 
Power, not only over the whole material 
World, but over the Hearts and Spirits of 
Men themſelves. 

FIST, God has an abſolute Power over 
the whole material World, to order it, and 
to alter it, as he pleaſes. Fire and Hail, 
Snow and 2 apours, Wind and Storm fulfill bis 
Ward *; all Nature is wholly at the Com- 
mand and Beck of its Maker, God. What 
Dependance then can there be upon Nature, 
without the God of Nature ? Or upon the 
Creature, upon any Creature, without the 
Bleſſing of the Creator? The Race is by no 
Means certainly 70 the Swift, for God can 
weaken his Strength in the Way ?, and cauſe 
him to ſtumble and fall. Nor is tbe Battle 
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fo the Strong: For how eaſily, and how ſpee- 
dily, can God ſweep away the gallanteſt Ar- 
my, by a Plague, or a Famine, or the In- 
clemency of the Seaſons! Who can endure 
his ſcorching Heat? Or, who can ſtand before 
his Cold *2 The great God of Nature could, 
in one Night, freeze a whole Army to Death; 
or at another Seaſon, his ſultry Heat ſhould 
melt away their Lives. He can diſmay them 
with his Thunder. The very Stars in their 
Courſes ſhall fight againſt Siſera *. A Horſe 
is a vain Thing for Safety by Land, and 
ſo is alſo a Ship at Sea, without the Favour 
and Protection of God; fer if be commandeth, 
and raiſeth up, the flormy Wind, the Mari- 
ners are preſently at their M. its-end, their 
Souls are melted becauſe of Trouble. The 
Invincible Armada, as the Pride and vain 
Confidence of Man was pleafed to call it; 
how ſoon is it ſhattered by a Storm, and broke 
to pieces! Thus when the pious King Jeloſba- 

hat joined with the wicked King Abaziab, to 

uild a Fleet of Ships, to go to Tarſbiſb, it diſ- 
pleaſed the Lord that he ſhould, in any reſpect, 
join himſelf to ſo wicked a Neighbour, there- 
fore the Lord has broken thy Works, ſays the 
Prophet, and the Ships were broken that they 
were not able to go to Tarſhiſh, 2 Chron. 
xx. 35. and there was an End of the Project, 


How eaſily could God diſappoint it, FE 
al 


4 Pfal, exlvii. 179. = Judg, v. 20. Pal. 
XXXlll, 17. ———Cvil, 55 27. 


—— 
all their Expence of Building Ships, and all 
their Schemes of Trade and Profit. God 
who holds the Winds in his Fift *, as it were, 
ſends out a Blaſt, and breaks the Ships 
to pieces. And our ſtouteſt Men of War 
can no more bear the Force of ſuch a Tem- 
peſt as God could ſend, than Fehoſhaphat's 
Ships could. The Battle then is not to the 
Strong without the Favour of God. There is 
no ſafe Dependence upon any human Strength 
whatever, not on the largeſt Army, nor the 
ſtouteſt Navy ; for God, who has abſolute 
Power over the whole material World, can 
_— diſappoint our Expectations from one 
or the other of them. And this may fur- 
ther appear, if we conſider, 
SECONDLY, 'That God has likewiſe an 
abſolute Power over the Minds and Spirits of 
Men. The King's Heart is in the Hand of 
the Lord, and he turneth it whitherſoever be 
will * ; and fo is the Heart of every Man. 
The very Will of Man is ſubject to God's 
Controul ; thy People ſhall be willing in the 
Day of thy Power, is a Promiſe of the Fa- 
ther to Chriſt, P/al. cx. 3. God could not 
only promiſe what ſhould be done, but what 
Men ſhould be willing to do; his powerful 
Grace can make the ſtubborn Enemies of 
Chriſt to become his willing People. There 
is a remarkable Promiſe of God to Tjael, in 
Exod. xxxiv. 24. which ſhows, what an ab- 
| C ſolute 
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[18 ] 


ſolute Power he has over the Hearts and 


Wills of Men. In the Verſe before, he had 
given them this Law, that three Times in the 
Near, all their Males ſhould appear before the 
Lord, in the Place which he ſhould chooſe, 
which was afterwards Jeruſalem. Now it 
might be objected to this Law, and truly 
with a great Appearance of Reaſon, that as the 
Jeus lived in the Midſt of Enemies, it would 
be very dangerous for all their Men to leave 
their Towns, and go to Feruſalem ; for that 
would be giving their Enemies the faireſt 
Opportunity that could be, to make Incur- 
ons into the Land, and plunder their Houſes 
and Families, when the Men had all left the 
Country. But God could undertake, and he 
does undertake; and promiſe, that he would 
ſo over-rule the Hearts even of their Ene- 
mies, that nothing of this ſhould ever 
happen ; no Man ſhall defire thy Land, 
when thou ſhalt go up to appear before the 
Lord, thrice in the Year. So entirely are 
the Hearts and Wills of Men at the Diſpoſe 
of God. As he can cauſe that the Mighty 
ſhall not find their Hands, fo alſo that the 
Wiſe and Valorous ſhall not find their Hearts. 
He can turn the Counſel of Ahithophel into 
Foohſhneſs *, or throw a Damp on the Cou- 
rage.of thoſe who are to fight our Battles for 
-us. He can, if he pleaſes, make our Ene- 


mies to be at Peace with us; or he can 
cauſe 


2 Sam. xv. 31. 
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cauſe our Friends to become our Enemies. 
One Thing remarked in our Text is, that 
Favour is not to Men of Skill, We depend 
it may be, a good deal, on the Favour, and 
friendly Aſſiſtance of neighbouring Allies, in 
caſe of encreaſing Danger; but we ſhould 
remember, that Favour is not to Men of Skill, 
without the Favour of God. There is a 
great deal more in that Scripture Expreſſion, 
than we commonly think for, God gave ſuch 
an one Favour in the Eyes of ſuch an one. 
If God does not pleaſe to give us Favour 
in the Eyes of our Neighbours, their Friend- 
ſhip, however we may depend upon it, will 
fail us. It is not our Skill in Addreſs, and 
all the Arguments or Perſwaſions we can 
uſe, that will engage their Favour and their 
Aſſiſtance, unleſs God is pleaſed to incline 
their Hearts. And thus you ſee how eaſy 
it is for God, by various Ways, and by a 
Thouſand Ways more than I can tell you of, 
to diſappoint the Deſigns and Projects of Men; 
and to render their beſt Endeavours, and the 
moſt promiſing Means, fruitleſs; and then 
we are not to wonder, that /e Race is not 
to the Swift, nor the Battle to the Strong. 
We are now to enquire 


III. IN ro the Reaſons of this, and ſuch- 
like Diſpenſations of God's Providence. What 
. can we conceive, why God ſhould 

C2 ſometimes 
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ſometimes fruſtrate the beſt Endeavours and 
Means, that Men can uſe, and bring Diſap- 
er on their Expectations and . rag 
it may be, ſuch poor, ſhort-ſighted 
Creatures as we, are apt to think it wal be 
a wiſer and better Way, that Succeſs ſhould 
always be anſwerable to the Means; ; that ſo 
Men might be more encouraged to Diligence : 
in the UL of proper Means. But God, who 4 
feeth not as Man ſeeth, has certainly wiſe : 
Reaſons to order it ſometimes otherwiſe ; ſo, 
that e Race ſhall not be to the Swift, nor the ö 
Battle to the Strong. May we not humbly N 
gueſs at ſuch Reaſons as theſe? i 
- 1, To humble the Pride and Arrogance 
of Men, and to convince them of the Vanity 
of their Confidence in any Power, but God's. 
When Pharaoh ſays, I will purſue, T will 
_ overtake, I will divide the Spoil v, God will 
let Phareah know, and all E zypt and Irael 
ſhall know, that it is not for Man to talk 
thus proudly. I will do fo and fo, is pro- | 
per for God to fay, but not Man: he re- i 
fheth the Proud *, and will make them know 
there is a God above them. Tt is our Duty 
to uſe proper Means, for obtaining a defired 
End; but then we ſhould remember they 
are but Means, and that after all that we 
can do, SUccess 1S FROM Gop: and if we 
put our Truſt in Means, and thereby put 


n in the room 2 God, it is a wiſe, as 
well 


240 Tag Hg n a 


3 8 


7 Exod, xv. 9. FRE Iv, 6. 
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well as a righteous Thing, for God to blaſt 
them with Diſappointment. Thus ſaith the 
Lord, curſed be the Man that truſteth in Man, 
and maketh Fleſh his Arm, and whoſe Heart 
departeth from the Lord, Jer. xvii. 5. It is 
a very affronting and provoking Sin to God, 
when we make any Creature to be that to 
us, Which he alone can be, and which he 
has undertaken to be, to all that put their 
Truſt in him; as when we put that Truſt 
in the Wiſdom, and Power, and Kindneſs, 
and F; aithfulneſs of Men, which ſhould be 
placed in thoſe Attributes of God only. 
When we make Fleſh our Arm that we 
ſtay upon, or under which think to 
ſhelter ourſelves, in a Forgetfulneſs of God 
and his Providence, it is a departing from 
the Lord, it is a practical Denial of his 
Providence, and a Sort of renouncing our 
Share and Intereſt in the divine Protection 
and Care. Therefore, when Men are guilty 
of this Sin, God often takes humbling Me- 
thods, in the Courſe of his Providence, to 
convince them of it, and to bring down their 
Pride and Arrogance. Thus, when Peter 
truſted to the Strength of his own Reſolu- 
tions, he. was left to himſelf in an Hour of 
Temptation, So when we truſt in Men, 
and truſt in the Creatures of God, inſtead 
of God himſelf, it is no Wonder if he leaves 
us in a Time of Difficulty and Danger ; or 
if, by ſome unexpected Providence, he 9 


1224 
thoſe Means which we ſo ſinfully depended 
upon, and W en all our Expectations 
from them. 

24h, Gor may thus fruſtrate the S ucceſs of 
Means, and ſecond Cauſes, to convince Men of 
bis over-ruling Providence. For did Succeſs 
always, and in all Caſes, anſwer to natural 
Means, the Providence of God would not 
be near ſo conſpicuous in his Government of 
the World. Men' would aſcribe all to the 
Means, and nothing to God, who gives them 
their Succefs. Therefore, he will ſometimes 
difappoint the moſt likely and moſt power- 
ful Means, and ſometimes work by, and 
give Succeſs to, more weak and unlikely ones; 
that it may appear to all, that there is a 
God and a Providence, which rules over the 
Children of Men, and that Means are no- 
thing, but what he makes them. It is eaſy 
to obſerve, that God has ſometimes very re- 
markably ordered the Concurrence of Events, 
eſpecially in the greater Affairs of Kingdoms 
and Nations, ſo as on purpoſe to make the 
Hand of his Providence eminently conſpicu- 
ous in them. HEE 

I eanworT but, upon this Occaſion, re- 
collect the remarkable Appearance of God $ 
Providence in favour of this ſinful, unthank- 
ful Nation, by the RrvoLUTION; when 
we were upon the very Brink of Ruin, when 
we had a Popiſh King actually on the Throne, 


which was worſe than a Popi/h * to 
the 


ww 
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the Throne. Popery and Tyranny were pour- 
ing in upon us like a Flood; and our Liber- 
ties, both Civil and Religious, were going 
apace. But God, in his Mercy, raiſed us 
up a Deliverer, the Great and Glorious 
King WILLIAM. I have been much af- 
fected with reading the Account, which a 
celebrated Hiſtorian I gives us, of the Voyage 
of our Deliverer and his Army from Hol- 
land to England. God and Providence were 
remarkably to be ſeen in it, from Beginning 
to End. Soon after the Fleet ſailed out, 
they were taken with a Storm at Sea, which 
laſted a Night and a Day ; by which they 
were ſhattered, and driven all back again. 
God would let them ſee, at their firſt ſetting 
out, that they could not proceed without 
his Permiſſion, they could do nothing with- 
out him. Thus he gave them Notice to 
eye his Providence; and, at the fame Time, 
by a very watchful Providence, guarded the 
Fleet from any real Harm; ſo that not one 
Ship was loſt, and but one Man. This De- 
lay gave Time and Opportunity for fitting 
out a ſtrong Fleet, to oppoſe and hinder our 
Deliverer's coming to our Reſcue; and fo 
the Danger of the Expedition was now greater 
than before. But God is moſt ſeen in the 
Mount of Danger. At length the Fleet, with 


our Deliyerer, ſets out a ſecond Time; and 
now 


t Biſhop Burnet, in his Hiſtory of his own Times, 
Vol. I. pag. 782, &c. 
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now they have a fair Wind to bring them 
over; and at the ſame Time it is directly 
againſt their Enemies, ſo that they could 
not come out to meet them, The Prince 
and his Fleet are driven by a ſtrong Wind 
in the Night, quite beyond the Place where 
they intended to land ; which brought them 
into ſuch imminent Danger, that the Ad- 
miral declared, All was loft. But on a Sud- 
den, to our Wonder, (lays the Hiſtorian, 
who was himſelf in the Fleet) it calm'd a 
little, and the Wind turned to the South, 
and a ſoft and happy Gale carried the whole 
Fleet ſafe into Torbay; where a Place was 
found (which they catne to by mere Acci- 
dent) ſo convenient for landing the Horſe, 
that, if the whole Ifland round had been - 
ſounded, no properer Place could have been 
found for it. No ſooner were they landed, 
but the Wind turn'd about quite the contrary 
Way, and blew another Storm, from which 
their Fleet was well ſheltered ; but their Ene- 
mies Fleet, which was now got to Sea, was 
quite ſhattered by it, and rendered unfit for 
any. more Service that Year; and fo, fays the 
Hiſtorian, we were Maſters of the Sea with- - 


cout a Blow. He adds, I never found a 
© Diſpoſition to Superſtition in my Temper, 
J was rather inclined: to be Philoſophical 
* upon all Occafions; yet, I muſt confeſs, 
*« this ſtrange Ordering of the Winds and 
«« Seafons thus to change, as our Affairs re- 
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” * quired 1 it, could not but make a deep Im- 

reſſion on me, as well as on all, that 
10 e it.” On this Occaſion, he quotes 
two Lines out of a Latin Poet, which he 
tranſlates, and apps; to the Prince of 


Orange. 


Heaven's Favourite ! For whom the Skies 
do fight, 
And all the Winds . to guide thee 


right, * 


Tris is a Part of that wonderful Work 
of Providence, which our Enemies are now 
endeavouring to undo again ; but we hope, 
we truſt in God, that He vill not forjake 


the Work of bis own Hands. 
I fave given you a ſhort Abſtra of this 


remarkable Story, as an Inſtance of God's 
ordering providential Diſpenſations ſo, as to 
make his Providence appear in them; and 
it is for this Reaſon, no doubt, that he 
ſometimes diſappoints powerful and likely 
Means, and gives Succeſs to weak and more 
unlikely Ones. | 

* AnoTHER Reaſon may be, to en- 
courage our Truſt in him, even when we have 
but little natural, or reaſonable Probability of 
ea It is, in ſuch a A a — 

D | 


* 


O Nimium dilecte Deo, cui militat æther 
Et conjurati veniunt ad Claſſica venti! 
Lr AunA. 
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T hing to remember, that the Race is not 
always 10 the Swift, nor the Battle to the 
Strong; but that God can, and ſometimes 
does, work by weak Means, as well as 
mighty ; ; and he can fave by many, or by 
few. When God, in his Providence, denies 
us the Ule of ordinary Means, in any Diſ- 
treſs or Danger, he thereby calls us to a more 
entire Dependance and Reliance on his Power 
and Goodneſs: And many have found the 
good Succeſs of this, while others have been 
diſappointed of their confident Hopes from 
thoſe Means, in which they much truſted. 
Tups I have explained my Text and 
Subject; what further remains is to make a 
I Application of it. 

. IF there be ſuch an Uncertainty in 
al | uman Affairs, and human Events; let 
this teach us, to look after thoſe better Bleſ- 
ſings, which we may ſurely obtain, and which 
we ſhall be in no Danger of deing ever de- 
prived of, i. e. ſpiritual and heavenly Bleſ- 
ſings, that good Part which ſhall never be 
taken away from us. Surely our Portion 
and our Happineſs muſt not lie in theſe 
precarious and uncertain Things; uncertain 
Whether we ſhall obtain them, or if we do 
it is uncertain how long we ſhall poſſeſs th 
hold them. 'Blefſed be God, there are ſurer 
Mercies and Comforts than all theſe, which 
may certainly be obtained, and held for ever ; 

even 
? Luke x, 425% 
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even thoſe, which the Scripture calls, be fare 
Mercies of David *; i. e. the ſpiritual and 


everlaſting Bleſſings of the Covenant of 


. Grace. Here, as to worldly Matters, 
the Race is not always to the Swift z but in 
the ſpiritual Race or Path-way to Heaven 
there is no ſuch Uncertainty: So run, that 
ye may obtain ©; and all, that run with Pa- 
tience the Race that 1s ' fet before * them, 
ſhall ſurely obtain the Prize of Glory; there- 
fore, ſays the Apoſtle, I /o run, not as un- 
Certainly . Here the Battle is not always 
to the Strong; but all that fight the good Fight 
of Faith, ſhall lay bold on eternal Life *. You . 
are ſure of Conguet and Victory; .the God 
of Peace ſhall bruiſe Satan under your Feet 
ſhortly . Here Bread is not always to the 
Wife ; therefore labour not for the Meat that 
periſbeth, for perhaps your Labour may be 
all in yain : Let the Uncertainty of Succeſs, 
check your too eager Purſuit of worldly 
Things. But labour for the Meat, that en- 
dureth to everlaſting Life, which the Son of 
Man ſhall give unto yau ". In this, your Labour 
will meet with no Diſappointment; it is but 
aſk, and you ſball receive, ſeek, and you ſhall 
And, bsc, and it ſball be opened unto you *. 
. this World Riches are not always to 
Mer of —_—y ; but hearken to Chriſt's 


8 Counſel, 
. Iſal. Iv. 3. © x Cor. ix. 4. Heb. xii. f. 
1 Cor. xii, 26. fri Tim. vi. 12. Rom. 


xvi. 20. K John vi. 27. 3 : Mat, Vil, 7. 
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Counſel, Come and buy of me, Gold tried in 
the Fire, that thou mayſt be rich x. His Righ- 
teouſneſs, and the Graces of his Spirit, ſhall 
make you rich towards God |; you ſhall have 
durable Riches, to live upon and enjoy, when 
this World, and all the Thi ngs that are therein, 
ſhall be burnt up . Here again, Favour 1s 
not always 0 Men of Skill; the Favour, and 
Friendſhip of Men, is precarious and uncer- 
tain; but ſo is not the Favour: of God. J 
lvoe them that love me, ſays he, and thoſe 
that ſeek me early, ſhall find me And he 
is a ſure, and conſtant Friend, who will 
never withdraw his Favour- from his own- 
People; for it is the Promiſe of his Cove- 
nant, I will never turn away from them, to 
do them Good *. Such a Friend St. Paul found 
him to be: No Man flood with me, but all 
Men forſook me; notwithſtanding the Lord 
Stood with me, and firengthened me, 2 Tim. 
iv. 16, Thus let the Uncertainty of all hu- 
man Affairs, and worldly Events, be im- 
proved, to wean off our Hearts, and to check 
our too eager Deſires and Purſuits after theſs 
Things; and let it quicken us to ſeek after, 
and make ſure of, thoſe better, ſubſtantial, 
and durable Bleflings. Oh! never let ſuch 
precarious, uncertain, and periſhing Things, 
as theſe, be the Portion of our Choice, I 


would * to my Soul, God is thy Portion; 
and 


* Rev, iii. _ Luke xii. 21. * 2 Pet, iii. 1 
Prov. viii. 17, © Jer, xxxii. 40. | 


"ny 

and then, when I am once ſecure of his 
Favour, and Love, through Chriſt ; what 
have I to loſe, what have I to fear? Then, 
though whole Nations trembled and ſhook, 
or though the Earth were removed, and the 
Mountains carried into the Midſt of the Sea ?, 
I would ſtand upon the dreadful Ruins, and 

joice, and triumph in my Portion, and fay, 
IT have It nothing. 

2dy, LET us learn from our Text, not 
to be confident of the Succeſs of any worldly 
Undertaking, or of the Iſſue of any worldly 
Affair. None can be fo, but God. Vo i: 


be that ſays, and it cometh to paſs, when the 


Pn nw HK not, Lam. iii. 37. We are 
but of Yefterday, and hnow nothing 3 

To- day, concerning the Events of Time and 
Providence. Boaſt not thyſelf of Te 5 
for thou knoweſt not what To-day will bring 
forth *. Whatever Probability there may be, 
of the good Succeſs of any Thing, yet we 
- muſt not be confident of it; for we can 
bring nothing to paſs with our own Power, 
and God does not always work by the moſt 
likely Means, nor does he make Events al- 
ways to anſwer the Probability of ſecond 
Cauſes. We may hope, or we may fear, 
what may be; but God only knows, what 
will be; for what he has appointed, that will 


he bring to paſs. And therefore, 
34h, Tu 1s 


? Pfal, xlvi. 2, 2 Job viii. 9. Prov. xxvii. 1. 


1 | 
Jay, Tu is alſo ſhows the Folly and Sin, 
of undertaking any Thing without God, 1. e. 
without ſeeking to him for his Help, and hum- 
bly depending on his Bleſſing for Suceeſs. Sy c- 
'CE8s is FROM Gop; he, and he only; can 
command, and give it to any of our Under- 
takings and Works. (50 to now, ye that ſay, 
Today, or To-morrow, I will go to ſuch a 
| City, and continue there a Year, an buy and Y 
fell and get Gain; "whereas ye know not what 
will be on the Morrow : Ye ought to jay, V 
the Lord will, we ſhall. live, and do this and 
. al] an econ 
y proper, Wwe 8 £ | 
(ad in 2 Ways * and he expects, and 
requires it, that we ſhould own his Provi- 
dence, by Prayer for his Bleſſing, and for 
bim, and he ſhall hear ther; and then Halt 
thou derree a Thing, and it ſhall be eſtabliſhed 
amo thee, and the Light fhall ſhine upon thy 
Ways, Jab xxii. 27, 28. But if, on the other | 
Hand, we forget God, and ſet out without 
him, is it any Wonder he does not attend 
us with his Bleſſing? And then all our En- 
deavours are fruitleſs and unſucceſsful. It is 
2 practical diſowning Providence; and as 
fuch, God has in many Caſcs remarkably 
ſhewed his Reſentment of it. When Per- 
| ſons or Nations have ſet out in an Undertak- 


ing, in a vain Confidence and Preſumption of 
their 


Prov. iii. 6, 
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their own Power and Strength, how often 
has it been ſeen, that God has remarkably 
frowned upon them, and humbled them, 
and made them know, it is not for Man 20 
tall thus proudly. I cannot but ſuſpect, 
that this, among many other crying Sins of 
our Nation, lies at the Bottom of thoſe heavy 
Judgments, that are now upon us. You 
cannot but remember, what Shouts we heard 
at the proclaiming of the War, as if now 
we had nothing to fear, and nothing to do 
but conquer; for, we had ſuch Nawies and 
Armies, that no doubt we ſhould ęffectually 
humble our Enemies, in two or three Years at 
moſt, and bring them down to our own Terms. 
This was the common Talk ; but how few 
faid any Thing, or thought any Thing, of 
God and Providence. I was afraid hen, 
this proud and preſumptuous Spirit muſt be 
bumbled by Diſappointment; and ſo it has 
proved. And now may we not ſee our Sin 
in our Puniſhment? If ever any Judgment 
bore the Signature of the Sin, for which it 
was ſent ; ſurely the 7 r Diſireſs points 
out our preſumptuous Se/f-Confidexce, and our 
Forgetfulneſs of God, as the procuring Cauſe 
of it. Will it be believed by Poſterity, or 
will it not ſhake the Credit of the Hiſto- 
rians of this Age, when it ſhall be read, in 
their Account of theſe Times, that ſeven Per- 
ens only landed in the Northern Parts — 
7 1 d, 


Sam, it, 3. 


L 32] 
Iſland, and roſe up in Rebellion againſt the 

King and Government, and having gathered a 
contemptible Rout, they ravaged and plunder- 
ed, for ſeveral Hundred Miles, to the very Cen- 
ter of the Land? And though the Nation had 
Force enough, as might reaſonably be ſuppoſed, 
to have quaſhed ten ſuch Rebellions, yet it was 
not able, for ſeveral Months, to quaſh this, 
Surely, thisis to make us ſee, how vainly we 
preſumed upon our own Strength, and how 
fooliſhly and ſinfully we forgot God and Pro- 
vidence. Is not this a very ſenſible Inſtance of 
what our Text ſays, that the Race is not to the 
Sorft, nor the Battle to the Strong. Here 
we may ſee, that God can correct our Pride 
and Haughtineſs by weak Means, as well as 
by mighty. Oh, that we might be truly 
bumbled under the mighty Hand of Gad, and 
repent, and turn unto him that ſmites 1 ! 
Could we but once ſee this Effect of the 
Judgment, we ſhould then have hope, that 
God will turn, and have Mercy upon us, 
and remove it in his due Time. And then, 
if he ſhall be pleaſed at length to give us 
Victory and Succeſs, I hope we ſhall be ready 
to own his Hand, and to give him the Praiſe. 
But I will not take up more of your Time, 
leaſt I ſhould too much break in upon that, 
which is the more proper Work of this Day; 
namely, Prayer, The Times never more 


needed Prayer; the Call of God's Provi- 
dence 


_ *xr Pit. v, 6 i. . 13. 
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dence was never louder to his People, to 
pray. It may be God will yet be entreated 
for us, that we periſh not. His Name is 
ſtill a God hearing Prayer *. As great Mer- 
cies, as we want, have been obtained by 
Prayer; and as heavy Judgments, as we feel 
or fear, have been prevented, or removed, 
by Prayer. Oh, that God would now in- 
cline our Hearts to pray; and then, we are 
ſure, he will incline his Ears to hear ! 


* Pfal, Ix, II. 
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ing Chriſt; the ſecond, of particular and 
experimental Preaching. By the late Rev. 
Mr. John Jennings. The third Edition. 


price bound 1 s, 


The two laſt publiſhed by the Rey, Mr. 
David Jenni ngs. 


6. A Vindication of the * Doc- 
trine of Original Sim, from Mr. Taylor's 
free and candid Examination of it, price 
15. 6 4. Ry ey 

2. Faith and Practice, repreſented in fifty- 
four Sermons on the principal Heads of the 
Chriſtian Religion, p at Berry-Street; 
by the Rey. 1. Watts, D. D. D. Neal, M. A. 
12 Guyſe, D. D. ö. Price, D. Jennings, 
and J. H ubbard. In two Volumes Octayo. 
price bound 195, 
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